SOPHOCLES'   SENSE   OF   STRUCTURE    403
rise to the climax I would venture to compare with the
same feeling for construction noticeable in some of
Liszt's compositions, and in the "wonderfully delayed
climax" in Maeterlinck's Burgomaster of Stilemonde. It
is this mastery of constructive genius which warrants
the assertion that Sophocles was the greatest artist
in dramatic literature as compared with Shakespeare
as the greater man. And, be it noted, this mastery of
construction is not only unique in his structure of the
play itself but is also studiously wrought into every
scene of the play and even into every speech contained
in that scene. In this tragedy, Sophocles expresses
such profound knowledge of form and proportion as can
only be compared, perhaps, with the architectural per-
fection of the Parthenon.